Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MUSCAT 00641 2521 14Z 
64 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 CCO-OO OTPE-OO EB-07 FCC-01 OC-05 COME-OO 

BIB-01 OPR-02 SCS-03 SCA-01 PPT-01 SY-05 /095 W 

071851 

R 250445Z MAY 76 
FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2157 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 

CONFIDENTIAL MUSCAT 0641 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CGEN, EINV, ETEL, MU, UK 

SUBJECT: OMANGOV CANCELS CONTRACTS OF TELECONSULT PERSONNEL 

1 . ON MAY 24, THREE TELECONSULT EMPLOYEES CAME TO EMBASSY TO 
REPORT THAT THEY HAD BEEN GIVEN FOUR DAYS TO DEPART OMAN. 

INDIVIDUALS CONCERNED ARE MS. LORRAINE KEARNEY AND MESSRS. 

WILLIAM CAB HART AND PATRICK BRADLEY. CARHART HAS BEEN IN OMAN 
APPROXIMATELY ONE MONTH; OTHER TWOHERE HERE ONLY ABOUT ONE 

WEEK. CARHART, ACTING ACTING AS SPOKESMAN, STATED THAT ONLY EXPLANAT- 
ION 

FOR ACTION BEING TAKEN AGAINST THEM WAS THAT CABLE AND WIRELESS 
EMPLOYEES OF OMANTEL WHOM THEY HAD BEEN SCHEDULED TO REPLACE 
HAVE BEEN ASKED TO STAY ON. DECISION EVIDENTLY SENT IN LETTER 
FROM MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS TO ACTING MANAGER OF OMANTEL. 
LATTER IN TURN BROKE NEWS TO DEPARTING TRIO. CARHART FURTHER 
STATED THAT HIS UNDERSTANDING IS THAT NO ADDITIONAL CABLE AND 
WIRELESS EMPLOYEES ARE TO BE DISPLACED BY TELECONSULT PERSONNEL. 

2. NONE OF THE THREE DESIRES TO REMAIN IN OMAN UNDER 
CIRCUMSTANCES. CARHART EXPRESSED DESIRE TO MEET WITH MINCOM 
RAJAB BUT CHARGE DECLINED TO TRY TO ARRANGE SUCH AN ENCOUNTER, 
ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT RAJAB RECENTLY REFUSED 
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TO SEE JOEL WILCOX, EX-PORT DIRECTOR, WITH WHOM HE HAD 
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ESTABLISHED FRIENDLY PERSONAL RELATIONS. 

3. CHARGE EXPLAINED THAT EMBASSY COULD NOT BECOME INVOLVED 
IN INTERNAL OMANGOV DECISION ON HOW TO RUN THEIR TELEPHONE 
AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM. AT THE SAME TIME, EMBASSY 

IS DISTRESSED ABOUT MANNER IN WHICH CASE HANDLED, - ALMOST 
MORE OF AN EXPULSION THAN A CONTRACT TERMINATION - AND WE 
WILL SEEK SUITABLE OCCASION TO EXPRESS OUR UNHAPPINESS. 

4. TF.LF, CONSULT MANAGER EUGENE GAULT CURRENTLY IS ON LEAVE 
IN U.S. DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO ADVISE TELECONSULT U.S. 

OFFICES NOT TO SEND FURTHER PERSONNEL TO OMAN UNTIL SITUATION 
IS CLARIFIED (ALTHOUGH WE ARE CONFIDENT THIS MESSAGE HAS 
BEEN RELAYED THROUGH COMPANY CHANNELS). 

5. COMMENT:DEPARTING EMPLOYEES ARE OF OPINION THAT, 

UPTURN IN CABLE AND WIRELESS FORTUNES ATTRIBUTABLE TO CALL 
ON MINCOMM BY UK AMBASSADOR. INDEED, HMG AMBASSADOR PAID 
PUBLICIZED CALL ON RAJAB SEVERAL WEEKS AGO. HOWEVER, 

GIVEN MINISTER'S ANTI-BRITISH BIAS, WE FIND IT DIFFICULT TO 
ACCEPT THAT MERE APPEAL WOULD BRING ABOUT SUCH A REVERSAL 
OF POLICY. RATHER, IT WOULD SEEM THAT SOMEBODY, SOMEHOW 
"GOT TO" THE MINISTER. 
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